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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-5, 11, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wahl et al. (USPN 681 1496). 

Regarding claim 1, Wahl implicitly discloses a method of manufacturing a golf 
club head, comprising forming a club head body comprising a hollow body having a face 
adapted for impacting a golf ball, wherein the club head body further comprising a body 
surface having a weight cavity formed therein. The weight cavity being defined by a side 
wall and a bottom wall; providing a plurality of balance weights, wherein each of the 
plurality of balance weights having an upper surface, a lower surface and a lateral side 
joining the upper surface and the lower surface; selecting one of the plurality of balance 
weights; attaching one of the plurality of balance weights to the club head body within 
weight cavity; the selecting a cover wherein the cover comprising an outer surface, an 
inner surface and a perimeter wall;; and attaching the cover to the club head body so 
that the cover substantially covers one of the plurality of balance weights (See Figures 
5A and 5B). Applicant does not disclose why it is critical to having a plurality of covers 
for one club head. Applicant notes that each cover identifies the type of club used. One 
having ordinary skill in the art would have found the cover of Wahl et al. to perform 
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equally as well since the primary objective of the cover is to conceal the weights and 
therefore, would have been obvious to use any type of cover because of such. 

Regarding claim 2, Wahl et al. discloses the plurality of balance weights 
comprise weights of differing mass (See Column 5, lines 28 through 65). 

Regarding claim 3, Wahl et al. discloses the plurality of balance weights 
comprise weights of differing densities (See Column 5, lines 28 through 65). 

Regarding claim 4, Wahl et al. discloses the attaching of one of the plurality of 
balance weights to the club head body within the weight cavity comprises bonding the 
lateral side of one of the plurality of balance weights to the side wall of the cavity (See 
Figure 5A and 5B). 

Regarding claim 5, Wahl et al. discloses the attaching of one of the plurality of 
balance weights to the club head body within the weight cavity comprises bonding the 
lower side of one of the plurality of balance weights to the side wall of the cavity (See 
Figure 5A and 5B). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Wahl et al. discloses a golf club head comprising a club 
head body comprising a hollow body having a face adapted for impacting a golf ball, 
said club head body further comprising a body surface having a weight cavity formed 
therein, the weight cavity being defined by a side wall and a bottom wall; a balance 
weight disposed within said weight cavity and attached to said club head body, said 
balance weight selected from a plurality of balance weights, each of said plurality of 
balance weights having an upper surface, a lower surface and a lateral side joining the 
upper surface and the lower surface, said plurality of balance weights comprising 
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weights having different masses; a cover selected from a plurality of covers and 
attached to said club head body so that said selected cover substantially covers said 
balance weight, each of said plurality of covers having an outer surface, an inner 
surface and a perimeter wall (See Figures 5A and 5B). 

Regarding claim 12, Wahl et al. discloses the plurality of balance weights 
comprise weights of differing densities (See Column 5, lines 28 through 65). 

Regarding claim 15, Applicant does not disclose why the club head being a wood 
is critical in order to attain the invention. Furthermore, applicant notes that the invention 
should not be limited thereto (See Page 4, first paragraph under the Detailed 
Description). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to having 
any style of club head so long as it is hollow has a weight cavity, weights, and a cover in 
order to optimize the center of gravity to that desired by the user. 
2. Claims 7-1 0, 1 3 and 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wahl et al. (USPN 681 1496) in view of Peterson (USPN 6162133). 

Regarding claim 7 and 13, Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side 
wall of the weight cavity and a cover having tabs. Peterson discloses a golf clubhead 
having a slot in a side wall and a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club 
head (See Abstract; Figure 3; Column 5, lines 47 through 67 and Column 6, lines 1 
through 3). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to have the 
cover of Wahl et al. to have a snap fit, as taught by Peterson, in order to releasably 
secure the weights within the club head. 
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Regarding claim 8 and 9, Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side 
wall of the weight cavity and a cover having tabs. Peterson discloses a golf clubhead 
having a slot in a side wall and a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club 
head (See Abstract; Figure 3; Column 5, lines 47 through 67 and Column 6, lines 1 
through 3). The combination would imply that the cavity has a floor and reveal. One 
having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to have the cover of Wahl et 
al. to have a snap fit, as taught by Peterson, in order to releasably secure the weights 
within the club head. 

Regarding claim 10, the combination as applied to claim 8 and 9 implies that the 
cover is bonded to the cover cavity. 

Regarding claim 17, Wahl implicitly discloses a method of manufacturing a golf 
club head, comprising forming a club head body comprising a hollow body having a face 
adapted for impacting a golf ball, wherein the club head body further comprising a body 
surface having a weight cavity formed therein. The weight cavity being defined by a side 
wall and a bottom wall; providing a plurality of balance weights, wherein each of the 
plurality of balance weights having an upper surface, a lower surface and a lateral side 
joining the upper surface and the lower surface; selecting one of the plurality of balance 
weights; attaching one of the plurality of balance weights to the club head body within 
weight cavity; providing a plurality of covers, wherein each of the covers comprising an 
outer surface, an inner surface and a perimeter wall; the selecting one of the plurality of 
covers; and attaching one of the plurality of covers to the club head body so that the 
cover substantially covers one of the plurality of balance weights (See Figures 5A and 
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5B). Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side wall of the weight cavity and 
a cover having tabs. Peterson discloses a golf clubhead having a slot in a side wall and 
a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club head (See Abstract; Figure 3; 
Column 5, lines 47 through 67 and Column 6, lines 1 through 3). One having ordinary 
skill in the art would have found it obvious to have the cover of Wahl et al. to have a 
snap fit, as taught by Peterson, in order to releasably secure the weights within the club 
head. Applicant does not disclose why the club head being a wood is critical in order to 
attain the invention. Furthermore, applicant notes that the invention should not be 
limited thereto (See Page 4, first paragraph under the Detailed Description). One 
having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to having any style of club 
head so long as it is hollow has a weight cavity, weights, and a cover in order to 
optimize the center of gravity to that desired by the user. 

Regarding claim 18, Wahl et al. disclose the weight cavity spaced from the face 
in a generally rearward direction. 

Regarding claim 19, Wahl et al. disclose a weight is selected a plurality of 
balance weights and a cover selected from a plurality of covers (See Figures 5A and 
5B). 

3. Claims 6-1 0, 1 3 and 1 7-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wahl et al. (USPN 681 1496) in view of Ahu et al. (USPN 6015354). 

Regarding claim 6, Wahl et al. does not disclose the weights being secured to 
the balance weight with screws. Ahu et al. discloses a golf club head having weights 
secured by screws (See and Figures 8-10 and Column 5, lines 12 through 41 ). One 
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having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to incorporate screws, as 
taught by Ahu et al., into Wahl et al. in order to further secure the weights to the club 
head. 

Regarding claims 7 and 13, Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side 
wall of the weight cavity and a cover having tabs. Ahu et al. discloses a golf clubhead 
having a slot in a side wall and a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club 
head (See Figure 18 and Column 6, lines 39 through 55). One having ordinary skill in 
the art would have found it obvious to have the cover of Wahl et al. to have a snap fit, 
as taught by Ahu et al., in order to releasably secure the weights within the club head. 

Regarding claim 8 and 9, Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side 
wall of the weight cavity and a cover having tabs. Ahu et al. discloses a golf clubhead 
having a slot in a side wall and a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club 
head (See Figure 18 and Column 6, lines 39 through 55). The combination would imply 
that the cavity has a floor and reveal. One having ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious to have the cover of Wahl et al. to have a snap fit, as taught by Ahu et 
al, in order to releasably secure the weights within the club head. 

Regarding claim 10, the combination as applied to claim 8 and 9 implies that the 
cover is bonded to the cover cavity. 

Regarding claim 17, Wahl implicitly discloses a method of manufacturing a golf 
club head, comprising forming a club head body comprising a hollow body having a face 
adapted for impacting a golf ball, wherein the club head body further comprising a body 
surface having a weight cavity formed therein. The weight cavity being defined by a side 
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wall and a bottom wall; providing a plurality of balance weights, wherein each of the 
plurality of balance weights having an upper surface, a lower surface and a lateral side 
joining the upper surface and the lower surface; selecting one of the plurality of balance 
weights; attaching one of the plurality of balance weights to the club head body within 
weight cavity; providing a plurality of covers, wherein each of the covers comprising an 
outer surface, an inner surface and a perimeter wall; the selecting one of the plurality of 
covers; and attaching one of the plurality of covers to the club head body so that the 
cover substantially covers one of the plurality of balance weights (See Figures 5A and 
5B). Wahl et al. does not disclose having a slot in the side wall of the weight cavity and 
a cover having tabs. Ahu et al. discloses a golf clubhead having a slot in a side wall 
and a cover having tabs for snap fit securement to the club head (See Figure 18 and 
Column 6, lines 39 through 55). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
obvious to have the cover of Wahl et al. to have a snap fit, as taught by Ahu et al., in 
order to releasably secure the weights within the club head. Applicant does not disclose 
why the club head being a wood is critical in order to attain the invention. Furthermore, 
applicant notes that the invention should not be limited thereto (See Page 4, first 
paragraph under the Detailed Description). One having ordinary skill in the art would 
have found it obvious to having any style of club head so long as it is hollow has a 
weight cavity, weights, and a cover in order to optimize the center of gravity to that 
desired by the user. 

Regarding claim 18, Wahl et al. disclose the weight cavity spaced from the face 
in a generally rearward direction. 
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Regarding claim 19, Wahl et al. disclose a weight is selected a plurality of 
balance weights and a cover selected from a plurality of covers (See Figures 5A and 
5B). 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wahl et 
al. (USPN 681 1496) in view of Evans et al. (USPN 6409612). 

Regarding claim 14, Wahl et al. does not disclose having information on the 
cover. Evans et al. discloses a golf club head having a weight cover having indicia 
including the model designation thereon (See Figure 1). One having ordinary skill in the 
art would have found it obvious to place indicia thereon, as taught by Evans et al., in 
order to identify the club head and aesthetic appearance. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Vidovich, can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alvin A. Hunter, Jr. 




